
 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
1st SUNDAY OF LENT 

“To Stand Always On The Side of God.” 

(Luke 4:1-13) 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 Jesus came to fulfill the will of the Father. He must do the will of the Father according 

to the ways of the Father. Jesus has set his priority. It is always God first and foremost. It 

is always the primacy of God. His loyalty is to the Father. His obedience is to the Father. 

  

 The devil tempted Jesus to set aside the will of the Father. The devil tempted him to 

forget the ways of the Father. In short, the devil tempted Jesus to do everything by what 

Jesus wants and all by his own ways. Jesus is enticed to be by himself and to be in total 

control. But Jesus relied always on the Father. He left everything to the Father. He held 

on to the Father to the end. 

 

 Now, the temptation of Jesus will also be our temptation. What are those temptations? 

First, is “to command this stone to become bread” (v3). It is a temptation to prove oneself at 

all cost. It is a temptation for us to be talked about, to be referred to or to be most 

sought of. People want to be acclaimed, to be praised and to be glorified. People desire 

to have everything and to attain anything. But Jesus showed that we have to rely on God. 

We must depend on His providential care. We should never use spiritual gifts just to 

achieve earthly powers. Jesus set an example. He did not cling to his divine power. He 

emptied himself. He died on the cross for our sake.  

 

 Second, is from verse 7. It says, “All this will be yours, if you worship me.” It is a 

temptation to use position and things in order to have power and glory. People will 

compromise anything in order to get fame and glory. People will do anything just to be 

in control of people and of things. There is a great temptation to dominate and to rule. 

But Jesus did not perform miracles for publicity. He did these for God’s greater glory. 

Jesus did not seek praises and stardom. He did not work for power and prestige. What 

Jesus wants is our salvation. What Jesus does is for the fulfillment of the Father’s will.  

 

 Third, is “if you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written ‘He will 

command angels concerning you, to guard you” (v10). It is a temptation to manipulate God. 

It is a temptation to use God or make use of God to attain something or to get 

something. People will be tempted to look for easy options and instant solutions. People 

will be tempted to seek an easy way out or to escape sacrifices. People will be tempted to 

seek their own glory. And the name of God will be dragged into it. Jesus placed himself 

at the service of God. He relied on God. He listened to his will. He submitted himself to 



 
 

 

God’s ways. He obeyed what God wants. Thus, let us not question God. Let us not force 

God. Let us not be overbearing before God. 

 

 The season of Lent reminds us that in every temptation or trial and even conflict we 

must remember what Jesus did. In spite of any hardship or difficulty, we have to stand 

always on the side of God. In every decision and action, we have to make God first and 

foremost. In every judgment and resolution, we must always depend on God, rely on 

God and go to God.  

 

 

Prayer 

 

 Oh, my loving and caring Father, 

 You are more than enough for me. 

 For you I long. 

 It is you I need. 

 Let me be contented to have you, 

  To care for you, and 

  To love you. 

 

 It is You, I want, not fame nor glory, 

  Not fortune nor lofty position, 

  Not prestige nor adulation. 

 

 Oh my loving and caring Father, 

 Let me just work for you and win people for You. 

 

 Amen. 

 

 

Challenges 

 

 In what aspects in my life do I have to make God first and foremost? Is he my priority 

in life? 

 



 
 

 

I should not force God, bribe God or control God. I must always submit myself to 

God, cooperate with him and work for him. 
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